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Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)





Principles of the Texas Assessment Program

n Focus on student 
n Support for the individual student combined 

with instructional improvement
n Data-driven
n Coherent, valid, and reliable
n Open to public input and scrutiny
n Educationally defensible
n State/local shared responsibilities



Curriculum/Assessment Link

Two critical questions:
§ What should students know and be able to 

do?
n What evidence do we accept that this 

learning has been accomplished?



History of Testing in Texas

Texas Assessment of Basic Skills (TABS) 
1980-1985

n Assessed basic skills competencies in 
mathematics, reading, and writing

n Administered to students in grades 3, 5, and 9 in 
the spring

n Test results for each campus and district 
released to the public

n No diploma denial for failing TABS at grade 9
n Remedial support for failing students not 

mandated
n No state-mandated curriculum on which to base 

assessment



History of Testing in Texas

Texas Educational Assessment of Minimum Skills (TEAMS) 
1986–1990

§ Assessed minimum basic skills in mathematics, reading, 
and writing; tests administered in the spring 

§ More skills assessed, increasing the rigor of the state 
testing program

§ Expanded testing to grades 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11 (exit level)
§ Satisfactory performance on the exit level tests required to 

receive a high school diploma
§ Remedial support and retests for students failing one or 

more exit level tests became mandatory
§ Based on the Essential Elements, the state-mandated 

curriculum adopted in 1984



History of Testing in Texas

Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS)
1990–2002

n Assessed academic skills in mathematics and 
reading in every grade assessed; and writing, 
science, and social studies at certain 
elementary/middle school checkpoints

n Added Spanish tests at grades 3-6 in 1996 and 
1997

n Emphasized problem-solving skills
n Required students to write a minimally successful 

composition



Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS)
1990–2002 continued

n In 1994 changed testing from grades 3, 5, 7, 9, 
and 11 to grades 3–8 and 10 (exit level), shifting 
the graduation requirement from grade 11 to 
grade 10

n Initially administered in the fall, but in 1994 
testing was moved to the spring and TAAS 
became a central component of a statewide 
integrated school accountability system

n Initial development based on the Essential 
Elements, but transitioned to items based on the 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills in 2000

n End-of-course assessments in Algebra I, biology, 
English II, and U.S. history available as optional 
method for meeting graduation requirements



History of Testing in Texas

Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)
2003–Present

n Assesses mathematics, reading, writing, English 
language arts, science, and social studies across 
grades

n Assesses a wide range of knowledge and skills, from 
foundational to complex, that are most critical to 
students’ academic learning and progress

n Added Student Success Initiative promotion 
requirements at grades 3, 5, and 8 in reading and/or 
mathematics

n Added science and social studies to the exit level 
testing requirement and shifted exit level from grade 
10 to grade 11













Measuring Annual 
Improvement



Student Growth: Federal Level

n Secretary Spelling’s November 2005 
announcement of pilot program for growth-
based accountability models

n Evolving requirements
n Two basic categories of growth models

1. Transparent models (AK, AR, AZ, DE, FL, 
IA, NC)

2. Complex models (OH, TN)



Student Growth: State Level

n House Bill 1, Senate Bill 1031, and NCLB
n Timing issues related to TAKS vertical scale

(HB 1 vs SB 1031 
n Former and current Texas growth models did not 

meet all state and NCLB requirements (Texas 
Learning Index, Texas Growth Index)

n State growth pilot study
n Comparison of two methods designed to meet 

state and federal requirements
n Transparent and replicable method – Reaching the 

Standard model
n More statistically complex method – Sander’s models



Two Methods

HighHighApplication for use with 
TAKS and EOC 
Assessments

Medium/HighMedium/HighLikelihood of USDE 
Approval for AYP 
Calculations

HighHighPotential to Link to College 
Readiness

MediumHighData Informing Instruction

LowHighRapid Reporting

HighMediumReliability of Estimates

LowHighTransparency

Sander’s ModelsReaching the 
Standard Model

Issue



Pilot Study Goals

n Calculate student growth with 2004-2007 
data 

n Compare methods on 
n Practical features
n Technical features
n Impact
n Accountability considerations
n Reporting options



Timeline

Summer 2009Plan use in state accountability system and 
federal AYP

Spring 2009
Summer 2009

Report student growth
• RTS model
• Sanders’ models

Fall 2008Apply to USDE for growth model inclusion 
in 2009 AYP calculations

Fall 2008Determine growth model (advisory groups, 
technical advisory committee, public 
comment)

Summer 2008Publish report

May 2008Complete pilot analyses

TimeActivity


